
volunteers relaxed during a celebration
event at Flagler Park

where they cooled off
with snow cones,
enjoyed hot dogs and
bounce houses.

“The International Coastal
Cleanup is the perfect example of

‘think globally, act locally.’ All the litter that
is collected is documented on data cards and
sent to the Ocean Conservancy so they can
analyze marine debris on a global scale,”
KMB Board Member and ICC Volunteer
Bobbi Spilman said. 

While the volunteer count increased by
8 percent compared to the previous year, the

hey came by
land and by sea
to remove litter
from Martin County
shores, rivers, beaches
and other waterways
during the International
Coastal Cleanup. A record
breaking 2,000 volunteers donated over 3,000
hours by joining in the global effort through
the Ocean Conservancy and removing 20,086
pounds of litter and marine debris, never to
be seen on our shores again. The local effort,
coordinated by Keep Martin Beautiful,
included many schools and civic groups,
scout troops, local businesses, families,
county personnel, environmentalists, boaters
and kayakers. After the litter removal event,
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International Coastal Cleanup sponsors and committee members helped make a splash by removing trash
along our waterways. Back row, left to right: Trish and Joe Capra; Teresa Lamar-Sarno; Michelle Libman;
Lindsay Walroth; Jeff Sabin; Pat Yancy; Jim Dragseth; Mary Kindel. Front Row: Rhonda Irons. 
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Keep Martin Beautiful Announces Results
14th Annual International Coastal Cleanup



ore than 60 volunteers played a role in helping restore the river
by collecting and planting red mangrove seedlings in Martin County.
The first crop of red mangrove seedlings were planted at two locations
- the Florida Oceanographic Coastal Center and Joe’s River Park –
both on Hutchinson Island.  New mangrove seeds were collected
from the river’s edge at the Jensen Beach Causeway and the Florida
Oceanographic Coastal Center to be nurtured and planted next fall
as part of the annual coastal reforestation campaign of The Reclamation
Project of the Treasure Coast. 

The Reclamation Project, conceived by Miami artist Xavier Cortada,
is the first Ecoart project to be exhibited on the Treasure Coast. It
involves the collection, exhibit and planting of mangrove seedlings in
the Indian River Lagoon. The presence of mangroves in the water is
beneficial in many ways, from serving as a filter for upland runoff to
helping stabilize shorelines. Mangrove forests also provide important
breeding, nursery and feeding areas for a variety of marine life,
including endangered and threatened species. 

Keep Martin Beautiful partnered with Martin County and The
Reclamation Project to help coordinate this and other natural plantings
countywide. “Keep Martin Beautiful is proud to support this effort
which, like our other programs, provides sustainable solutions for vol-
unteers to make a direct impact in their communities through their own
individual actions,” Keep Martin Beautiful President Rhonda Irons said.

The newly collected seeds are now in need of “foster care.” Project
organizers are looking for school groups, businesses and civic
organizations to ‘sponsor’ the mangrove seeds for a small fee.
Caretakers are asked to nurture the seeds by keeping them in water
until early next year when they will be prepared for the 2010 exhibits.
“The funds generated will sustain the efforts of the project so that
mangrove recovery on  public lands can be an annual occurrence in
Martin County,” said Meg Whitmer, local Project Coordinator for The
Reclamation Project – Treasure Coast. 

For more information about the 

Mangrove 
Reclamation Project
or to adopt a mangrove seedling, 

contact Keep Martin Beautiful 
at 781-1222 
or email at 

info@keepmartinbeautiful.org. 

Volunteers collected
mangrove seedlings 
from the Jensen Beach
Causeway.

M

reduce your
How lightly are you treading on the earth?
You can find out by calculating the amount of carbon
dioxide that is emitted into the atmosphere through your
daily activities. This measure is also known as your
carbon footprint. Almost everything you do impacts
your carbon footprint: buying food, turning on your

lights and driving your car. 

Keep Martin Beautiful assists with The
Reclamation Project of the Treasure Coast

Program Coordinator Meg Whitmer �center� and vol-
unteers reclaimed the land after planting mangrove
seeds at Joe�s River Park at Hutchinson Island.

There are several websites that offer carbon calculators,
for example www.natureconservancy.org has a simple
calculator that helps you determine how much carbon
dioxide your lifestyle puts into the atmosphere.

If you are environmentally aware, you may have already
employed some eco-friendly habits to reduce your
footprint, such as reusing canvas shopping bags, taking
shorter showers, and carpooling whenever possible. 

Green Green 

Continued On Page 5

– 4 –




